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Field Day Summary from Leadville ITC: 

This AIARE ITC was based in Leadville, CO, and utilized field locations on the East Side of Leadville, Chalk Creek, and Vail Pass. Two of the course days were held virtually using the Zoom platform. Morning meetings on Day 3 and Day 4 were also held virtually using Zoom. There were no indoor in-person classroom sessions on this program. 

The CAIC rated the avalanche danger during the course as Low below treeline and Moderate near and above treeline for the days that the class traveled in the field. The primary avalanche problem for our field days was Persistent Slab, and Wind Slab was the secondary avalanche problem. The class did not travel in avalanche terrain due to a mix of avalanche conditions, early season snowpack hazards, and COVID-19 precautions. 

Participants on this course instructed lessons from the AIARE Avalanche Rescue Course in addition to teaching virtual classroom and field topics from the AIARE 1 and AIARE 2 curriculum. Participants also facilitated a full-day tour in the Vail Pass area with the goal of implementing all components of the AIARE RIDE SAFELY checklist.

Participants completed instructor-facing AM and PM forms each day and also filled out the Trip Plan in their AIARE field books. This two-step process allowed participants to practice operational meetings in instructor teams and also practice transferring a professional AM hazard analysis into a student-facing trip planning session. 

Day 1: 12/16/20
Participant-Taught Rescue Lessons 

Day 2: 12/17/20
Instructor Demo of AIARE 1 Profiles and the Ride Safely Checklist

Day 3: 12/18/20
Participant-Led Field Day with Teaching Lessons from the Ride Safely Checklist
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